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M YTH LORE 30: W inter 1982 page 31
C harles W illiam s and  T he A ngelica ls
Rhona Beare
In The P la ce  o f  th e  Lion th ere  are n in e A n g e lic a ls : 
a n g els who ( lik e  th e  Archons o f  th e G n o stics) appear 
in  animal form . Only e ig h t a c tu a lly  come in to  th e  
sto ry : th e  m issin g  one appears to  be th e  sev en th , and 
was perhaps an ox . C harles W illiam s d escrib ed  th e  
Lion and th e  Serpent moving in  co n cen tr ic  c ir c le s , and 
la te r  th e  Lion and th e  Lamb. He m entions th e  "concen­
t r ic  . . .  c ir c le s  o f  . . .  cosm ology" (p . 6 0 ), and sa y s  
th a t th e  f i r s t  c ir c le  i s  th a t o f  th e  L ion, and th e  
second th a t o f  th e  S erp en t. The G n ostic archons a lso  
move in  co n cen tr ic  c ir c le s . O rigen (C ontra Celsum VI 
24. 30) q u otes C elsu s' d esc r ip tio n  o f  a  G n ostic d ia ­
gram, and compares i t  w ith  one he had h im self ob ta in ed . 
There are ten  (perhaps i t  should  be seven ) co n cen tr ic  
c ir c le s , rep resen tin g  th e  ten  (o r  seven ) heavens. The 
G n ostics supposed, l ik e  A r is to t le  and D ante, th a t th e  
ea rth  was a t th e  cen tre  o f  th e  u n iv e rse , and th a t th e  
sun, moon, and p la n e ts  c ir c le d  round i t .  Each p la n et 
was moved by th e  an gel or In te llig e n c e  who ru led  i t .
The G n ostics b e lie v e d  th a t th e se  were w icked a n g e ls , 
and p ictu red  them in  th e  shape o f  savage or contemp­
t ib le  an im als, but th e  B ib le  ta lk s  o f  good a n g els in  
animal form . The Four L iv in g  C reatures o f  E zek ie l ch . 
1 , who in  chapter 10 are c a lle d  cherubim , are lik e  a 
l io n , a c a l f ,  a man, and a f ly in g  ea g le ; compare Reve­
la t io n  4 :7 . The seraphim  o f  Isa ia h  6 :2  may have been 
f ly in g  serp en ts; A .S . H erbert in  The Cambridge B ib le  
Comm entary, 1973, p . 58, sa y s "The seraphim  are de­
p ic te d  as having a  serp en t body, w in gs, and human 
heads and hands." C elsu s, d escr ib in g  th e  G n ostic d ia ­
gram w ith  i t s  co n cen tr ic  c ir c le s , ex p la in s th a t th ere  
are seven  archons, th e  f i r s t  lik e  a lio n , th e second a 
b u ll, th e  th ird  a  serp en t, th e  fou rth  an e a g le , th e  
f i f t h  a b ear, th e  s ix th  a dog, th e  seven th  an a s s . 
O rigen 's diagram agreed , and added th e ir  names. The 
lio n  i s  M ichael, th e  b u ll i s  S u r ie l (a  form o f  th e  name 
U r ie l) , th e  serp en t i s  R aphael, th e  e a g le  i s  G ab riel. 
These fou r se e m  to  be id e n tif ie d  w ith  th e  Four L iv in g  
C reatures o f  Rev. 4 :7  (ex cep t th a t a serp en t rep la ces  
th e  man) and w ith  th e  C h ristian  arch an gels whose names 
are b est known to  u s. A fter l i s t in g  th e  lio n , b u ll, 
se rp en t, e a g le , b ear, dog and a s s , C elsu s adds "Some 
p eop le return  to  th e  arch on tie form s so  th a t th ey b e­
come lio n s  or b u lls  or serp en ts or e a g le s  or b ears or  
d ogs."  I th in k  C harles W illiam s had t h is  in  mind when 
he d escrib ed  F oster tu rn in g  in to  a savage lio n  and 
Dora Wilmot becom ing a se rp en t.
I f  th e  A n g e lica ls are G n ostic archons, then  th ey move 
in  co n cen tr ic  c ir c le s  fo r  th e  same reason as th e  
archons: they are th e  In te llig e n c e s  th a t r u le  th e  sun 
moon and p la n e ts . I exp ect C harles W illiam s would 
arrange th e  p la n e ts in  th e  modern ord er, b egin ning w ith  
th e one c lo s e s t  to  th e  sun: Mercury, Venus, Mars, 
J u p ite r , Saturn . The sun and moon stand  o u tsid e  th is  
l i s t ,  not b ein g p la n e ts; he m ight put them f i r s t  and 
la s t .  T h is would be th e  r e s u lt:
The Lion o f  stren g th  r u le s  th e  Sun.
The Serpent o f  su b tle ty  r u le s  Mercury.
The B u tte r fly  o f  beauty r u le s  Venus.
The Horse o f  speed r u le s  Mars
The E agle o f  wisdom r u le s  J u p iter .
The Unicorn o f  p ie ty  m iles Saturn.
The seven th  A n g e lica l i s  n ot m entioned (I  su g g ested  he 
m ight be an o x ); th e  e ig h th  i s  th e  P hoenix. What th e ir  
astron om ical s ig n if ic a n c e  i s  I do n ot s e e . They can  
h ard ly be Uranus and N eptune, w hich are to o  modern, or  
th e s t e l la r  sp here and th e  primum m ob ile, w hich a re too  
a rch a ic . But th e  n in th , th e  Lamb o f  in nocen ce and 
jo y , seem s to  be th e  Moon. In T a lie s s in  Through In gres  
jo y  i s  lin k ed  to  th e  moon and to  G alahad, who in  "Per- 
c iv a l a t Carbonek" i s  c a lle d  jo y , and in  "The D eparture 
o f  M erlin" i s  c a lle d  "the joyous moon." The p la n e t 
Mercury g oes w e ll w ith  th e  Serpent o f  su b tle ty  because 
Mercury was a cunning god and two serp en ts in tertw in ed  
on h is  wand. Venus i s  th e  goddess o f  b eau ty , th e re ­
fo re  th e  B u tte r fly  o f  beauty i s  a ssig n ed  to  th e  p la n e t 
Venus. The H orse o f  speed  may be in sp ire d  by th e  w ar- 
h orse in  Job 39:25; in  He Came Down from Heaven, p .9 7 , 
C harles W illiam s sa y s he cou ld  im agine  th a t h orse  
su p p ortin g th e  throne o f  God lik e  th e  Four L ivin g 
C reatu res. I f  th e  H orse i s  a  w ar-h orse, then  he i s  a 
good sym bol fo r  Mars. The god J u p iter  had an e a g le , 
an e a g le  rep resen ts im p eria l power, and D ante a s s igns 
th e  p la n e t J u p iter  to  th e  ju s t  r u le r s  and d esc r ib es  
them form ing th em selves in to  an e a g le . D ante a ss ig n s  
Saturn to  th e  contemp la t iv e s :  th o se  who r e t ir e  frcm  
th e  w orld in  order to  contemp la te  God. T h is cou ld  be 
sym bolized  by th e  U nicom  o f  p ie ty .
A u ctio n
W e a r e  t r y in g  a n  e x p e r im e n ta l  a u c t io n  th ro u g h  
M y th lo re . T h e  a u c tio n  a t  th e  a n n u a l M y th o p o e ic  C o n -
ference will continue, but here  we make item s avail —
a b le  to  a  m u c h  l a r g e r  a u d ie n c e ,  w h ic h  is  b e n e f ic ia l  
to  a l l  c o n c e rn e d . T o  k e e p  th e  p r o c e d u r e  a s  s im p le  
a s  p o s s ib le ,  you  m u s t  b id  a t  l e a s t  th e  m in im u m  p r ic e  
g iv e n . T h e  i te m  w ill  go to  th e  h ig h e s t  b id d e r ,  e x c e p t 
th a t  f i r s t  i f  t h e r e  is  m o r e  th a n  o n e  b id d e r ,  t h e  n e x t  
to  th e  h ig h e s t  b id d e r  w il l  be in fo rm e d  by p o s tc a r d  
th a t  a  h ig h e r  b id  e x i s t s .  T h is  b id d e r  w ill  th e n  h av e  
th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  r a i s e  h is  o r  h e r  b id . T h is  w ill  c o n ­
t in u e  u n ti l  th e  n e x t to  th e  h ig h e s t  b id d e r  is  n o t w il l in g  
to  b id  h ig h e r .  S in ce  t h i s  is  n o t e x a c t ly  th e  s a m e  a s  a n  
a u c tio n  w ith  a  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  p r e s e n t ,  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  
to  b id  a s  h ig h  a s  you  a r e  w il l in g  to  a t  th e  s t a r t ,  s in c e  
on ly  th e  tw o  h ig h e s t  b id d e r s  w ill  h a v e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  b id  h ig h e r .  P o s ta g e  an d  h a n d lin g  a r e  a d d i t io n a l .
T o  s a v e  t im e ,  a c c e p ta b le  in c r e m e n t s  o f b id s  w ill  be 
10% o f th e  o r ig in a l  m in im u m  b id  g iv e n , o r  $2 , w h ic h ­
e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r .  S end  y o u r  b id s  to  th e  E d i to r .  S ee 
p ag e  2 f o r  th e  a d d r e s s .  D e a d lin e  f o r  b id s  on th e s e  
i te m s  i s  M a rc h  1, 1982.
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